
3VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

17 APRIL 2019 
7:30 P.M. 

PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a public hearing at 7:30 PM followed by a regular meeting at 7:31  PM,  
on April 17, 2019 at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509.  

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee:  Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar,  Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief: John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer: Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel:  Anthony Molé 
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the public hearing for sewer rent increase, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

Public Hearing 

For the purpose of obtaining public input for SEWER RENT considerations.  Proposed rates are on file in the office of the 
Village Clerk and available for inspection.  Proposed sewer rate increase from $0.014 per gallon to $0.017 per gallon with an 
increase on quarterly minimum usage billing from $45 per quarter to $55 per quarter (included usage up to 3,235 gallons 
per quarter for the minimum charge of $55). 

No public comment. 

Mayor Schoenig motions to close the public hearing, Trustee Gaspar 2nd  all in favor 3 to 0. 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

Regular Meeting 

1. Fall Festival vendors – Margaret Carey asks for permission on behalf of a vendor to serve alcoholic beverages behind a 
fenced and gated area during Fall Festival.  Mayor Schoenig says he needs to check with Village Counsel Molé before we 
can weigh in with a decision.  Mayor Schoenig asks how the vendor would manage the identification and control of 
service.  Ms. Carey says she assumes it will be wristbands after identification and age requirements are verified.  
Trustee Bryde asks where the wristbands would be issued.  Ms. Carey says there would be a table set up outside the 
fenced in area so no one would be allowed inside without a valid wristband.  Judy Marano says there were three 
questions remaining open from our last meeting about the music festival; 1. Will DPW be able to help with cleanup of 
the June music festival at Wells Park?  Mayor Schoenig says the DPW Superintendent is on vacation and the answer to 
that will have to wait until he returns.  2.  Will the Tri-State parking lot be available to them so they can shuttle people 
back and forth to Wells Park allowing Wells to be used for Handicap parking only.  Clerk Hansen says the Tri State lot is 
open to the public for parking on the weekends and can be used for the June Music Festival Parking as well knowing 
there could be other cars parked there at the same time.  3.  When can we put signs out before the event.  Mayor 
Schoenig says that typically two weeks prior to the event is good practice. 

2. Monthly Reports 
2.1. March, 2019 Police Report: Chief Del Gardo absent. 
2.2. March, 2019 Planning Board Report: Planning Board Chair Rick Lowell absent. 



2.3. March, 2019 Code Enforcement Report: Bill Scorca delivers the Code Enforcement report for March.  Copy 
attached to this report.  Trustee Bryde asks about the items that were open in February that are still open in 
March.  Mr. Scorca says the item stays open until it is cleared.  Trustee Bryde asks about the Marvin Avenue 
encampment.  Mr. Scorca says Mr. Hernandez issued an open fire violation to a local resident who then 
complained about the illegal encampment on DEP land.  Mr. Scorca was informed by the resident that there was 
an illegal encampment on DEP property and Mr. Scorca followed up with DEP Police and the encampment has now 
been cleaned of all mattresses and other material/debris.  NYC DEP said they were not aware of whether the 
people who were camping there were in the country legally or not and that they will not call ICE for enforcement 
under direction of their superiors.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Code Enforcement report, Trustee 
Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  Copy attached to these minutes.   

2.4. March, 2019 Engineer’s Report – delivered at the end of the meeting (item 14 on this agenda). 
2.5. March, 2019 Zoning Board of Appeals Report – Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Zoning Board of Appeals 

report of no activity in March, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  Copy attached to these minutes.   
3. Sewer Rents Mayor Schoenig motions to adopt sewer rents as proposed, effective immediately with the next sewer 

billing in May 2019, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 
4. Village Budget – Continued discussion if any, and or Adoption – Mayor Schoenig says we received no public comment at 

the public hearing and we came in under the tax cap again.  Mayor Schoenig motions to adopt the budget as proposed, 
Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 
4.1. DPW position advertisement and Clerical position advertisement – Mayor Schoenig motions to proceed to place 

the advertisements on our website, on our Facebook page, and in the official newspaper; the Putnam County 
Press, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

5. Proposed amendments to Vehicle Traffic Chapter 250 – tabled until the May 1, 2019 meeting. 
6. Notify Town of intent to renew Wells Park Lease (sixty days in advance of July 24, 2019) Mayor Schoenig motions to 

send a letter of intent to renew the Wells Park lease for another 5-year period, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 
7. Billing arrears (45 day post quarterly billing list) – Treasurer Hansen says one outside Village water user is still a serious 

problem.  All others are current or their water is shut off.  Inside Village water and sewer customers are responsive to 
the demands for payment and we have our lowest arrears balances in years.  Refuse arrears have been paid in some 
cases as well. 

8. Correspondence sent & received for March, 2019 – Trustee Bryde asks about the first responder nomination request.  
Mayor Schoenig says we need to talk about that further with the Police Chief.  Trustee Bryde asks about the resident 
who expressed concern about a small backhoe at 530 N. Main.  Clerk Hansen says there was a small backhoe at 530 N. 
Main for a few days to conduct a percolation test of the soil.  The area was not cordoned off as this was not considered 
construction.  However, given that a piece of equipment was left there overnight, we have instructed any future similar 
condition anywhere in the Village to be sure to have appropriate construction barriers to prevent civilians from entering 
and accessing the equipment or otherwise potentially falling in harm’s way.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept 
Correspondence sent received, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

9. Minutes for approval; 
9.1. April 3, 2019 Minutes – tabled until May 1, 2019 meeting. 
9.2. April 10, 2019 Budget Public Hearing Minutes – tabled until May 1, 2019 meeting. 

10. Vouchers Payable – Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 
10.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $68,819.60 
10.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 18,794.73 
10.3. EN -  ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW - REFUND 1,400.00 
10.4. F -  WATER FUND 16,239.82 
10.5. G -  SEWER FUND 9,478.32 
10.6. H63 - TONETTA BROOK MARVIN AVE 363.32 

Total Vouchers Payable $115,095.79 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers as written, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

11. Other Business 
11.1. Trustee Bryde attended the Community Action Program luncheon and said it was a very nice event as usual.  

Trustee Bryde attended the 5th annual Prevention Conference of Putnam at Putnam Hospital with a guest speaker 
who was part of the Obama administration.  Trustee Bryde said that Deputy Mayor Piccini had said at the April 3, 



2019 meeting that the deadline to submit articles for the next issue of Village Matters is May 8, 2019.  Trustee 
Bryde said she won’t be able to make that deadline w it done by then.  Trustee Bryde asks Deputy Clerk Chiudina 
to post the Women of Distinction photos in the lobby of Village Hall with her.  Deputy Clerk Chiudina said she 
would.  Trustee Bryde said the date change for the Security walk through at Wells Park allows her to attend on 
Monday April 29, 2019.  Trustee Bryde says the Little League Parade is coming up on Saturday April 27th at 10 AM 
ending at Markel Park in the Village.  April 27, 2019 is also a medication take-back at Putnam Hospital from 10 AM 
to 2 PM. 

12. New Business 
12.1. Trustee Bryde says it is nice the Baptist Church is doing the soccer camp again this year. 
12.2. Mayor Schoenig motions to allow signs to be put out two weeks in advance for the June Music Festival at 

Wells Park, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 
12.3. Mayor Schoenig said he received a request for a proclamation honoring a resident for her volunteer work 

with Support Connection, a not-for-profit organization that provides emotional, social and educational support to 
women, their families and friends affected by breast and ovarian cancer.  Mayor Schoenig motions to authorize a 
proclamation honoring Christine Dangers be prepared for signature at our May 1, 2019 meeting when all five 
Board members will be available to sign it, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

12.4. Mayor Schoenig motions to set a Special meeting for executive session to discuss legal and contractual 
matters at 7:00 pm on May 1, 2019 prior to the regular meeting at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509 
which is scheduled to begin at 7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as time permits, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

13. Public Comment 
13.1. Peggy Bruen asks about parking on Marvin Avenue.  Mayor Schoenig says there are no plans to make 

changes to parking on Marvin Avenue.  There may be signs erected to enforce current parking code that may be 
missing due to attrition but no parking code changes are anticipated. 

13.2. Peggy Bruen asks about getting dumpsters off the street on Marvin Avenue.  Mayor Schoenig said he has 
spoken to the property owners.  Mr. Scorca will follow up on the issue. 

13.3. John Lord asks whether we will be raising water rates.  Mayor Schoenig says there are no plans to raise the 
water rates. 

13.4. Rick Stockburger asks if anyone has had their water shut off yet.  Clerk Hansen says they have. 
14. March, 2019 Engineer’s Report – Todd Atkinson delivers the March Engineer’s report.  Copy attached to these minutes.  

Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the March Engineer’s report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 
15. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH, 2019 Code Enforcement Report 
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VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 

50 MAIN STREET 

BREWSTER, NY 10509 

(845) 279-3760 

 

 

MARCH, 2019 SUMMARY REPORT 

 Year to Date 

A.1560 SAFETY INSPECTION = $1,270.00 $24,195.00 

A.2555 BUILDING FEES =  1,452.00 $24,347.00 

     

TOTAL FOR MARCH =  $2,772.00 $48,542.00 

 

PERMITS: 4 

 

VIOLATIONS: 12 

 

TOTAL COs, CCs: 10 

 

INSPECTIONS 6 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


